FBI probed report Ostvald* 


jtearlqol; 

Former ra Director J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver persotoally ordered hii lop aides to 
"expedite" 90 Interview in May 1964 
with i Dellas FBI agent who was 
reported to have said that accused 
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald was “defi- 
nitely an FBI informanr and that files 
of .the bureau In Washiogton “would 
prove this fact." 

• A Hoover asststaot. C.D. DeLoacb, 
got the informant report from Walter 
Jenkins, special assistant to President 
Lyndon Johnson, according to memos 
niad wiih FBI docnments declasaiHed 
laai month. > * 

Neither the Warren Commission 
nor J. Gordon Shanklin, special agent 
in charge of the Dallas office in 

19H was loid of the incident, which 
apparently waa handled by Hoover's 
top aides 

■ The FBI has acknowledged its 
agents had contact with Oswald or hie 
wife about four times before the assas- 
^natioo of President John P. Kennedy 
in 1963 but did puM recruit him as an 
informant. The agency said it was 
Interested in him because he hM 
returned to this country in 1962 after 
defecting to Russia in 19M. 

1 RESULTS OP the May 1964 Interview 
with Will Hayden Gnmn. the Dallas 
JBl agent referred to by Jenkins, were 
not released among the 40,000 pages of 
FBI documena made public last 
'month. 

An FBI spokesman told The News 
last week be undptrstood the Incident 
“didn't amount to anything" and 
results of Griffin's interview probably 
wen placed |n bis personal ff^ rather 
than In the assaaHnatlon file. 

Griffin, who retired from the FBI 
Mpt WMk ba did not make 


“Will Griffin 
. . . knew 
the truth 
that Oswald 
was not an 
informant/* 

the statement as reported by Jenktnf 
and said be Is “convinced and atwayp 
have been that bp (Oswald) never wgp 
nn informant for the PBL“ 

Griffin's name was blacked ouf In 
fbe two memos relfased last month but 
he confirmed be w*s the former Neir 
Orleans agent Jenkins referred to wtw 
was transferred 10 Pallas about I960. 

“He (Oswald) wasn't an Informant 
because 1 knew the boys who worked 
With him and trtpd 10 work with htm,* 
prifflnsaid. 

SHANKllN SAlp Griffin In l96Jd4 
was “handling applicant InvesUgn- 
lions” for clerical and other employ* 
meat in the Dallas FBI office and wgf 
hot involved In dnmestic IntelUgfocf 
work. 

During the investigation after thf 
assassination Griffin interviewed twp 
of Oswaid’s co^eorken in the Texap 
School Book Depository Building and 
Also Oswald's landl^ af |he time H 
the assAssinatien. 

Before his retirement he was apshR- 
ing in c h o ckin g claoruce 


Jnvestlgators and reasarchers fpr the 
House Asmssinationa Comihlttea. 

Griffto paid h« had iwvar met Wal- 
ter Jenkins but knew h|a broiber, WU- 
Uam R. JooklDs, who wga ID FBI agent 
in AmarllloMiiWi 

Both Jenkins brothen loUJ The 
News they conk} got rmnsmbfr the 
Crlffin incident. 

"I have no memory of my of that.- 
Walter Jenkins said. “And if it was a 
aeriouf matter that 1 raaJly took sari- 
Qusly I would reaiemher It, I think- It 
Bight have been aome inddeptal thing 
U»at I raally didnl beUava and Jpat 
passed It along.’' * 

ACCORDING TO A memo DeLoacb 
wrote to another Hoover aide, Jenkins 
told DaLoaoh on April 29, 1964. that a 
friend whom Jenkliu refused to iden- 
Ufy had talked to the Dallas PBl agent 
who said be "aaMstad la the laveetiga- 
* UoQ of the Oswald case and that 
Owrald, prior to his murder, was defl- 
nitoly aa PBl informant. 

•Tba 'agent* stated that FBI files In 
Washington would p rove this fact" 
DsLoach's memo aald. "I told Jenkins 
that while I deubtad very seriously that 
any ef our agenu bad furnished this 
^•ct to his 'frieod.' that at the same 
time we, of ceorse, e^ould make a 
and find out If the description given 
this 'agent* fitted any of our peopla.* 

A second memo, dated May 4, 1964, 
was wrliiea by William A. Brapigan, 
the FBI omcial In charge pf the Oswald 
Investigation, to William C Sullivan, 
FBI assiatant director In charge of 
domaaile laieUlgeooa. 

BRANIGAN 9A1P Um agent whp by 
then was Identified, WQUid be inifT* 
viewed in Dellas “to determine if be 

.4Wl^ «lr 



Monday, February ». 1*78 Cl,, p.lU. Jf,*., 

was informant 


CD. DeLoacb HandletJ 
probd pf repgng^ gumentl “ 
by Dallas agent 

definitely m FBI informant." Kyle 
Clark, assistant to Shankiln. , was 
instructed in Shanklin's abeence ''to 
promptly advise of the rasulm logeihcr 
With their recommendationa," 

Hoover's initials were wrinen at the 
end of the memo under the word 
“expedite " in his handwriting 

Two days after the May 4 memo one 
of Hoover's top aides. Alan Belmont 
was scheduled to testify before the 
Warren Commission aJ)out the Oswald- 
informant question. 

Belmont, in charge of all FBI inves- 
tigative work, identified a letter daiqd 
Feb. 6. 1964. to the commission as a let- 
ter from Hoover “stating flatly that Lee 
Harvey Oswald wa4 ngver an inform- 
gnffor^ffl." _ ^ 


J. Edgar Hoover . . . *'«jtlrc 
. control of whether g jnmi ‘ 

BhnilbtaniBfpnnant,’* ' 

One of the commission lawyers 
questioning Belmont. Samuel A. Stem 
lojd The News be was “absolutely not*^ 
told of the Jenkins report at the pme 
and had not laarned of it afterwaid- 

BCHT days after Belroonl testi- 
fied, Hoover went before the Warren 
Commission end said be bad “enUre 
control of whether a man shall be an 
informant or shall not be an Inform- 
ant” of the FBI. He testified he “can 
nuwt emphatically say that at no time 

he (Oswald) ever an employee of 
the bureau in any capacity, either as an 
agent or as a Q)ecial employa or as an 
informant." 

Hoover months earlier bad ordered 
any members of the FBI who had con. 
tact wjUi oqwald or hia case to submit 


, J. Gordon Shanklin . . . 'They 
got . . ,4tuff up qiere (Waslw 
ingion) I ngyer heard of." 

affidavits stating whether they bad any 
infanBatlQQ he waa evor an rai 
informant 

Neither DeLoacb, Branlgan nor 
Clark could recall the DeLoacb dad 
Branigan memos about tha Jenkins 
report when questioned by The News 
this week. T 8 

“Knowing Will Griffin, I doubt vesy 
sertooaly be ever made such a state- 
ment because he had better senaef 
DeLoacb said. “And he also knew tlM 
truth that Oswald was not an Inform- 
ant 

•1 HONR WE gave the Warren Com- 
mission everything. We gave them 
everything as fpr as ) know. I donl 
.know anything that was belt] hack 
from the Warren Commlalon-" 




